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Action on aid, trade and debt.  

MEDIA RELEASE:                                          February 28, 2007. 
 

Demonstration and submission of petition letter  
opposing the Salween Dams in Burma  

 
Global Day of Action against Salween Dams: 12:00pm, 131 Macquarie St, Sydney 

 
Today at 12pm members of the Burmese community will be joined by Sydneysiders outside the 
Thai Consulate General in Sydney to hold a peaceful demonstration and present a petition 
opposing the proposed development of five hydroelectric dams on the Salween River.  
 
The Salween River runs from China through Burma and along the border with Thailand. In 2005 a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed in secret by the Thai and Burmese 
governments to develop five hydroelectric dams in Burma.  
 
The Salween is currently the only un-dammed river in South East Asia and is relied upon by 
hundreds of thousands of people for their livelihoods. The proposed dam sites are in areas of 
high ecological significance and will, without doubt, cause irreversible environmental damage if 
development goes ahead.  
 
Burma (Myanmar) has been run by a military dictatorship for the past 40 years and has been 
accused of committing gross human rights abuses and using slave labor for its development 
projects.  
 
The proposed dams will bring in the biggest foreign investment yet to the Burmese military junta, 
over AU$8Bn to the Tasang dam alone. The political and financial leverage to be gained from the 
dam projects will inevitably help to abet the ongoing violence and suppression of ethnic peoples 
in Burma. 
 
The decision making process has occurred with no regard to the principles of free and informed 
consent, transparency and public participation. None of the potentially dam-impacted 
communities in Thailand and Burma have been informed about the projects. 
 
Dr. Myint Cho, Director of Burma Office (Australia), is highly opposed to the project. "The 
development of the dams will ensure the devastation of a highly fragile river system which 
hundreds of thousands of people in Burma and Thailand depend on for their very existence. It will 
promote further human rights abuses against the ethnic groups living along the Salween River 
and the continued suppression of the Burmese people" he said.  
 
AID/WATCH co-director Flint Duxfield said: “If they are allowed to go ahead these dams will 
undoubtedly have catastrophic environmental and social consequences. The Burmese military 
junta has already begun forcibly removing villages from the area and there have been reports of 
gross human rights abuses including rape, torture and murder”.     
 
“We hope to send a strong message to the Thai government that the international community 
does not support the Burmese military or the damming of the Salween River” Duxfield said.  
 

More information: Flint Duxfield (02) 9557 8944 or Dr. Myint Cho 0402 135 767 


